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Abstract
This report presents the findings of the evaluation process of the course: " Using

Augmentative Communication and Alternative Communication with People with
Intellectual — Developmental Disabilities(IDD) " . In this course People with IDD studied
together with their direct professional caregivers or other professionals that work with
similar populations. Due to the uniqueness and novelty of this course, both in content
and participants, the need arose to perform a comprehensive evaluation which will focus
on the achievement of the objectives of the course and the contribution of the joint
learning. The evaluation included observations, questionnaires and interviews.

The evaluation findings were that professionals mostly felt that the course had achieved
most of its objectives, and their experience was very pleasant. Most of them felt they
have learned and enriched their knowledge but that it lacked more practical tools to take
back to their workplace. In addition, there were gaps and differences in defining the
objectives of parties involved in developing of the course whicht might have led to some
inconsistency between the objectives and course structure and content.

The contribution of the joint learning of professionals and people with IDD was found to
be controversial. The subject of the course may not be suitable for shared learning
groups, especially the theoretical parts. Learning in small groups and couples was more
appropriate to promote joint learning and allowed a significant interaction and
experiential learning. Also parts of the course were not accessible and too complicated
for people with IDD to understand. The participants with IDD expressed much pleasure in
meeting with the professionals but with respect to the contents of the course they
mainly described the feeling they could not keep track and understand what is

happening in the course.

In future courses it is advisable to examine the subject of the course and assess the
suitability for joint learning. If i joint learning is decided the contents and materials must
be fully accessible and the lecturers must use simplified language and people with IDD

should receive perpetrations in advance.
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