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Data analysis revealed 22 themes: 12 themes with respect to the professionals and 10 

relating to parents. Several success stories recounted by the professionals are also 

presented. Reliability and validity were examined using word by word transcription of 

all research material, examination of research finding coding by an external researcher 

and research assistant, apparent validity and triangulation by professionals. 

Three main research findings are: (a) families of intellectually disabled children in the 

Bedouin community have numerous and varied needs relating to three spheres: 

professionals, parents and the community, underscoring the need for a comprehensive 

approach; (b) research on collaboration between professionals and parents of 

intellectually disabled children must be transdisciplinary and multidisciplinary ethics 

must be applied; (c) there are basic components and built-in professional obstacles to 

collaboration and these are discussed in the summary. 

The study offers three major research contributions: (a) it underscores collaboration 

elements. Researchers indicate that knowledge of dimensions and aspects of 

interpersonal relations are vital in determining the nature, quality and implementation 

of collaboration with parents; (b) it presents 26 behavior dimensions applicable to 

professionals; (c) recommendations of contents to be included in a specialization 

program for professionals about collaboration are provided.
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Abstract

Collaboration and its enhancement between professionals and children with special 

educational needs, including intellectually disabled children, is one of the challenges 

facing researchers and professionals in the special education field in the 21st century. 

The importance of this issue has gained prominence for two reasons: the changing 

socio-demographic profile of school populations throughout the world and solid 

research substantiating the assumption that professional-parent collaboration benefits 

the child, parents, professionals and the education system. Furthermore, research 

indicates that parent collaboration and involvement in varied cultural populations is 

vitally important to the child's achievements. 

Despite the benefits of parent-professional collaboration very few studies provide 

empirical findings as to how professionals can collaborate with parents of 

intellectually disabled children from a different cultural background. This is 

especially pertinent with respect to societies, such as Bedouin society, undergoing a 

transition from a nomadic way of life to permanent settlement with the attendant 

significant changes.

The current study, the first of its kind about the intellectually disabled in the Bedouin 

community in Israel, focuses on two comparative axes: (a) the perceived meaning of 

parenthood and collaboration in the eyes of professionals from various specialties 

working with this population; (b) how the parents' view these concepts. 

The main objective of the study was to identify and define dimensions of 

collaboration and to present behavior dimensions enhancing collaborative efforts 

between professionals and parents. Four focus groups with 48 professionals from 

various specialties were conducted as well as 60 interviews - 30 with professionals 

and 30 with parents of intellectually disabled children from the Bedouin community 

in Israel. Difficulties encountered in conducting the interviews included: building 

trust, documentation and postponed interviews on the part of professionals and 

parents.
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