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“Israel Studies in Language and Society”
Journal of Israel Studies in Language and Society
A special issue on: Voices of people with disabilities in the Israeli society
Call for Papers

“Israel Studies in Language and Society”, the interdisciplinary peer-reviewed journal of the
Association for the Study of Language and Society, invites researchers to submit manuscripts
to be featured in a Special Issue discussing what we learn from listening to the voices of
people with disabilities and their families about their lives, their needs, wishes, dreams

as well as their fears, and frustrations.

It has been argued that the attitudes towards people with disabilities in the 21* century are
characterized by Humanistic statements — especially in the area of legislation and
international declarations of human rights for people with disabilities’. However, the spirit of
equal rights for persons with disabilities has not yet infiltrated into the attitudes of the general
public. Long cultural traditions of their rejection as unfit, deviant, threatening, miserable etc.,
or as ill, contaminating and/or genetically transmitting diseases are still heavily embedded in

public conceptions of disability (Reiter & Bryen, 2012)".

> UNESCO - United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Retrieved
February 16, 2014 from http://www.un.org/disabilities/.

*Reiter S, Bryen. N. D. (2012). Attitudinal barriers to rehabilitation. In J.H. Stone & M, Blouin
(editors). International Encyclopedia of Rehabilitation. Retrieved February 16, 2014 from:
http://cirrie.buffalo.edu/encyclopedia/en/article/297/



Nowadays we witness an important move towards changing attitudes. This move emanates
both from the professional and policy sectors and from families and persons with disabilities
themselves. The aim is to change negative attitudes to positive ones, emphasizing the
integration and inclusion of persons with disabilities in line with humanistic philosophy. It is
expected that the new paradigm of disability will be implemented in real life by the
acceptance of every person with disability as equal to any other citizen. In spite of this
important change, we still tend to talk 'for them' rather than 'with them'. Declaration like:

"Nothing about me without me!' or 'Listen to the child!' remain mere empty slogans.

This special issue aims at presenting research that focuses on the voices of persons with
disabilities and their families as it is presented in their discourse or language. Articles may
be written in Hebrew or English. Articles can be based on quantitative or qualitative
methodology, or mixed methods. It is recommended that articles include texts of personal

interviews, books, the media, face-to-face communication, or internet communication.

Please note the following important deadlines for contributions to the special issue:

Submission of abstract (up to 400 words): May 15, 2014.

Notification of abstract acceptance: June 30, 2014

Submission of full article: October, 30, 2014

Abstracts should include 3-4 bibliographic references. Please note that accepting the abstract

does not guarantee publication of the entire manuscript. All manuscripts will be reviewed by

two anonymous lectors. Details on the journal and guidelines for contributors can be found on

this site: http://www.isralangsoc.org/isls/

Abstracts, manuscripts and questions should be sent to the following addresses.

kupir@macam.ac.il shunitr@edu.haifa.ac.il

Prof. Irit Kupferberg Prof. Shunit Reiter

Editor Guest Editor



