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STUDENTS WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABIALITIES IN THE UNIVERSITY: A
COMPUTER BASED COURSE IN CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

Abstract

The present paper describes a study of the advantages of a university
based computer course in citizenship education to students with
intellectual disabilities. The course was based on advanced computer
training with the view that future citizens will use computers as an
integral part of their everyday lives.

A group of 12 students, ages 12 — 14 with mild to moderate intellectual
disabilities, came to the University of Haifa computer laboratory once a
week during a whole academic year for a course in 'citizenship
education'. Content areas covered by the course included: Identity card,
the state, government, ministries, civic rights, the rights of people with
disabilities, civic obligations and civic volunteering. Pre-post evaluations
of students' progress were conducted using the following questionnaires:
The P-A-C of Social Developments by H.C. Gunzburg; The CTRS-R for
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder by C.K. Connors; An especially
designed questionnaire on computer skills and the Quality of Life
questionnaire by Schalock et al. Findings indicated that students
improved significantly on 3 out of 4 subscales of social competence (self
help, socialization, occupation), and improved on all subscales of
computer proficiencies (Windows, Word, Power Point, Internet),
however no changes occurred in the areas of ADHD and on the Quality
of Life questionnaire. The course had a significant impact on students'
social competence and enhanced computer skill. However it was found
that no significant change occurred in the emotional state of the
participants. This points to the importance of including a special course in
self advocacy and strengthening students' self determination through
direct work in this and related areas. The small size of the sample calls
for caution in generalizing the findings. More research is called for in the
area of civic education, computer skills and the exposure of adolescents
with intellectual disabilities to a University campus.
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