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Abstract

People with intellectual disability are at increased risk of becoming victims of abuse.
Such disability may also limit their ability to disclose their abuse and to provide legal
information about the crimes they experienced. Despite the need to conduct sensitive
investigations which are developmentally adapted to this population, the limited
research in the field shows that investigators tend to conduct rather ineffective
investigations and therefore the victims may avoid describing their experiences, or
alternatively may provide poor or inconsistent statements, unlikely to develop into
criminal charges. Since previous studies were not conducted on proper investigations
of people with intellectual disabilities, these studies were unable to identify the most
effective strategies during interrogation, or the best quality of the evidence people
with intellectual disability can provide.

The current study examined how people with intellectual disabilities were
investigated, to what extent they participated in the investigation and responded to
questions and what were the products of the investigation in terms of the information
comprising the testimony. Forensic investigations of persons with mild and moderate
intellectual disabilities were compared to those without intellectual disabilities.
Special investigators working under a New law (Act of Investigation and Testimony
Procedures: relevance to people with intellectual or mental disabilities — 2005),
trained and experienced in investigations of people with intellectual disabilities,
performed the investigations in accordance with the NICHD protocol, which was
adjusted to people with intellectual disabilities. The quality of the interviews and this
of the forensic statements received from the participants were analyzed in a way that
allowed to describe the range of performance by people with mild and moderate
intellectual disabilities and document the relative effectiveness of questions and
investigative strategies in use. The findings suggest that people with mild disabilities
functioned in many areas at the level of people without disabilities, given that they
were properly questioned. People with moderate intellectual disabilities gave
generally more limited statements but their statements were reasonably qualitative and
included key information important to the criminal process. The findings promote the
understanding of effective strategies to implement when conducting forensic
investigation with people with intellectual disabilities, and point to the capabilities of
people with intellectual disabilities to describe experienced events in the context of
criminal investigations.
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