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1-11 1-11 v
ns. 11(22) 42 (35) N(%) DPNNPN DTN Mn BN NHIUN
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19INA DN PN DNON NXAP YW DMHOIN DNPINVY T ,00NDNN Y2 MNIAPN Pa ODTaN
.2 19202 ONXIN YN DM NPTV YOI MTIPI Do, INNYNN NNIIAP DY NI PN
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nNL nro yxmn Mo n"o yx¥ymn 7
49-119 1436 81.16 49-95 11.59 69.13 vnn
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72-130 12.53 100.04 55-112 15.32 73.86 DwTIN 24

DMINNANM 212 XHDY DY D)9 P AT TIIND PPRNDN NN DY 555N 11N DTN NPT
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INTYTA PHION YON TN MANWN TN DY DI |, 1900 ANYN ,MNNN 7NN DN, N

’97) DVWTIN 36 572 PRNN NI TN 7PN NON YNDIAN MNWNN DVUTIN 36 502 IHOHY DTN
MO HY 025591 D5 MY TP IR 7PN NI MINSIN .ON2MID) Ji7nn 92 N
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Abstract
Study aims: In this study, we followed the development of preterm infants and a

comparison group of full-terms during the first 3- years of life. The first aim of this
study was to examine the prevalence of developmental delay (DD) among preterm
infants and to identify perinatal risk factors associated with DD. An additional aim
was to identify early behavioral characteristics and developmental trajectories that
distinguish between preterm infants with and without DD. Finally, we examined the
differences in parent-child interaction between the preterm group and the comparison
group at the age of 36 months, and the relationship between cognitive development
and parenting style.

Method: One hundred and ten preterm (GA < 34) and 39 full-term (GA -38-41) infants
participated in developmental assessments from hospital discharge through 36 months of age
(corrected for prematurity).

Results: In this study we found that preterm infants have an increased risk for developmental
delay, regulation difficulties and behavioral-emotional difficulties. An examination of the
early characteristics of preterm infants with developmental delay at the age of 36 months
indicated the presence of risk factors associated with pregnancy, including early gestational
age birth, lower birth weight, lower Apgar scores, and a higher number of days of respiration.
In addition, the scores of the preterm group with developmental delay at the developmental
test were significantly lower than those of the preterm group without developmental delay.
The difference between the groups increased over time. Finally, we found that the parental
sensitivity in the preterm group, as measured by parent-child interaction, was lower than that
of the comparison group, and the dyadic reciprocity, which also measured by parent-child
interaction was less developed. We also found that among the preterm group, higher scores at
the developmental test, at the age of 36-months, predicted higher parental sensitivity, lower
parental intrusiveness, lower parental limit setting, higher infant compliance, lower infant
withdrawal, higher infant engagement, more developed dyadic reciprocity and less negative

dyadic status.
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Conclusion: The findings indicate the importance of repeated evaluations for preterm infants,
particularly among those with risk factors, and the necessity of giving treatment for infants
with developmental delays at early-stage. In addition, it was found that the developmental test
scores predicted characteristics associated with parent-child interaction. This finding
indicating a higher risk among infants with developmental delays to more negative interaction
characteristics and fewer positive characteristics. Therefore, it is important to consider
characteristics of the interaction, both of the parent and of the infant, in assessment and

treatment of infants with developmental delays.
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