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Cambridge Disability Law and Policy

This book explores the status and scope of family policles related
to households of children with disabilites, providing an in-depth,
evidence-based review of legal, programmatic issues. It inclodes

a discussion of the gaps between family needs and contempaorary
family policies in the United States and European countries,

as demonstrated in these households® surveys. In addition, the
wolume offers a comparative analysis of cash benefits, tax credits
and deductions, and in-kind provisions between the United States
and select European countries (UK, France, and Sweden).

Muost importantly, this book identifies and continues the
discussion regarding the critical role of family-centered policies,
as expressed In the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), as well as the future of family
policy toward families of children with disabilities at a time of
economic crisis.
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Explicit and Implicit Family Policy
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Karen Bogenschneider recent paper Family Policy: Why We Need it and How to
Communicate its Value . Paper prepared for the United Nations Expert Group Meeting on
—Assessing Family Policies: Confronting Family Poverty and Social Exclusion & Ensuring

Work Family Balance, June 1-3 New York City, New York




Esping-Anderson Comparative Macro-Sociology of ¢
Welfare State

Country France Sweden
Typology

Liberal Welfare State:

means testing, modest universal Medium Medium Low
transfer or social insurance,

strict entitlement rules

Focus on market economy

Conservative Corporatist

State:
Strong state welfare

) : . . Low High Low
orientation, minimal private
insurance, family is central
Social Democratic Welfare
State:
State is committed to Medium Low High

social rights, universal insurance
system, committed to full
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Source: OECD Secretariats estimated based on EUSILC (2009) for European countries and LIS for the United States
(2010).

Poverty Rates (%0)
Type of Household
Without a Disabled With a Disabled

Member Member

— BT

Belgium

———

France

———

Netherland

———

United ngdom




Cou ntry Prog ram Upper Income-
Description Maximum Age Criteria tested Observations
Benefits in limit
Local
Currency
FranceAllocation d A financial support to Basic amount of Eligibility is subject The value of the allowance
France éducation de I’enfant  help parents with EUR 127.68 per 20 to the decision of the may increase with a
education and health month, which Commission of supplement provided by
expenses of a child with  may increase Rights and the CDAPH which varies
disability with a Autonomy of People according to a number of
supplement with Disabilities socio-economic
provided by the (CDAPH) who characteristics and on
CDAPH decides on allocation caring expenses incurred
of the allowance, due to the health of the
supplements, and child.
duration of
payment.
United Disability Living A weekly allowance paid 131.5 £ per week Disabled persons
. Allowance (DLA) to parents/guardians 58.45 £ per week 16 may need a medical No
ngdom with children who have certificate to
a disability or an illness. determine the extent
of her/his needs.
Carer's allowance A financial weekly None
support for people who Person need to
are looking after a sick spend at least 35 Yes
or disabled person hours a week caring
for someone.
United SSI Payment Benefits Financial support to Varies across No age Eligibility is subject SSI payments differ across
States for Children with low-income families with States limit to meeting the Yes states .

Disability

a child with disability

Social Security’s
definition of
disability.
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Preamble x

Convinced that the family 1s the natural and fundamental group
unit of society and 1s entitled to protection by society and the
State, and that persons with disabilities and their family
members should receive the necessary protection and
assistance to enable families to contribute towards the full and

equal enjoyment of the rights of persons with disabilities.
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Although this CRPD recognizes the importance of the family »
in the life of persons with disabilities, there are concerns about
possible conflict of interests between the rights of the person
with disability and the family, and 1n particular between
children their parents. Interestingly, these reservation has been
raised by Japan as well as self-advocacy disability groups in

the process of drafting the treaty




US and Article 7

At the center of the debate is Article 7(2) concerning the debate
about protecting the best interest of the child with disability,
the parent or the State and the fear of homeschooling
advocates that the Convention will undermine their parental

right to educate their children.




UK, Article 12

The only reservation that has been discussed through the
ratification of the Convention referred to Article12, because the
existing social security benefit appointee system lacked
appropriate safeguards in the arrangements to enable the

appointment of a person to collect and claim benefits on behalf

of someone else.
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