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Abstract

The current evaluation study assessed the contribution of accessing the featured film
"Mad Money" toward a population of people with intellectual disability and their
viewing experience. The assessment was made by using three different models: full
Hebrew dubbing, interpretative (adding Hebrew explanations during the film without
dubbing) and full dubbing alongside to interpretative. These models, compared to an
ordinary screening that constituted a control group of people with intellectual disability.
The screening of each model took place in the Cinema City at Jerusalem, 40 spectators
were recruited from Maasim (sheltered employment premises) around Jerusalem. After
the screening, a short personal face to face interview was conducted with the viewers,
and a structured questionnaire was used to assess the extent to which the viewers
understood the plot, what was being said, the contribution of the dubbing to their
comprehension of the film, the degree of pleasure they had, and other variables that
reflected their viewing experience. Observations of the behavior of the spectators were
made during the screenings, and few days later , the instructors, who are in charge of the
spectators at the working place, were also interviewed in order to evaluate the spectators
reactions after the screening. The data was processed by an SPSS statistical package in
order to test the difference in averages amongst the four screening groups.

Although the spectators have intellectual disabilities (mild to moderate mental
retardation), most of them reported that they had understood the plot of the film (about
70% reported complete or satisfactory understanding) the majority of them enjoyed
(about 90%) the screening. Similarly, most of them listened to the explanations and
understood the actor's sayings. For the spectators, watching the film is an entertaining
experience regardless the issue of understanding the plot of the film. They enjoyed their
time together, the refreshments, the journey and the like.

The evaluation study results indicate that the best models that enhance accessibility are
the dubbing model and the interpretative model of accessibility. These models
contributed more to understanding the sayings of the actors comparing to the control
group that watched a standard film. Presenting an integrated model (dubbing and
interpretation) was found to be less helpful for understanding the plot. The
interpretation model contributes more to success in the tests related to knowledge, as
well as to understanding the translation (a substantial difference, but not statistically
significant). In this context, differences amongst other variables are negligible.

The following recommendations are based on research data analysis, as well as on
content analysis of the interviews conducted with instructors and finally, on the
observations during the screenings:

- It is advisable to choose a featured film that fits the population: not
sophisticated, light, with no content that could be construed as immoral and
without scenes that could perceived as "bold" (e.g. kissing). Preferably a film
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with multiple landscapes, effects, animals and fewer conversations between
actors.

Preferably a story with an affinity to the population, in order to create
identification.

High technical quality of the sound is important, loud and clear. Moreover, the
dubbing should be made by different actors to each character due to the fact that
using the same voice confuses and interferes with understanding.

Preferably, to make sure that the interpretative accessibility explanations will be
more frequent, without too long breaks, and with a simplified language. They
should be formulated in a clear and straightforward manner that explains the plot
(not as questions).
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