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Abstract

The question of the involvement of parents of infants has not been discussed enough
in relation to parents of children with developmental disabilities. This is the central
question of this research. Involvement is also an issue that is central to professional
discussion in the field of children with special needs. Involvement is understood to be
a source of self -fulfillment and provides a feeling of social value, for this reason
more and more attention has been given to causes that encourage and contribute to the
involvement of individuals. Most research on the subject of the involvement of
parents examined the issue from the point of view of the professionals. Few studies
have examined the causes that influence parent involvement from the subjective view
of the parents themselves. In this study, parents involvement is presented as way of
coping. Previous research has contributed to professional knowledge about parents’
involvement, however, only a few related to the causes that motivate parents to

become involved.

This research examines the influence of sense of empowerment, social support and
self-satisfaction on parents’ involvement. In addition, the contributions of parents and
infants demographic variables were examined. The differences between fathers and

mothers were also addressed in relationship to the different variables.

Following an overview of literature on the subject the hypothesis emerged that there is
a correlation between the different variables and parent involvement. In the first stage
social support and sense of empowerment were defined as non-dependent variables
and the correlation between them and self-satisfaction were examined. The correlation
between all three of these variables (social support, sense of empowerment and self-

satisfaction) were examined in the Pearson Test with involvement, which was defined
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as the dependent variable. In the second stage, Regression Tests examined the
contribution of all the three non-dependent variables and the demographic variables to

parent involvement.

The research included 98 parents of infants, ages two to seven, with special needs
(developmental delay, cerebral palsy, autism, mental retardation), whose children are
registered in educational frameworks. The participants included 43 fathers and 54

mothers of children in kindergartens in the central and Sharon areas of Israel.

The following five questionnaires were used:

Demographic questionnaire. This questionnaire included details about the
parents as follows: sex, age, family origin, religion, marital status, education,
profession, profession of spouse, number of children and place of residence.
Details about the child were as follows: age, sex, medical diagnosis and
educational framework.

Sense of empowerment questionnaire (Koren et al., 1992) which was
divided into three components: family empowerment, community empowerment
and empowerment in relation to service providers. This questionnaire was adapted
for the present research.

3. Social support questionnaire (Ziment, Dahlen, Ziment & Farley, 1988)

4. Self-satisfaction questionnaire.

5. Level of involvement and participation questionnaire, which examined
three areas: the child, the community and the educational framework (York

and Itzhaky, 1994: Levy, 1997).
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An analysis of the results revealed significant support for most of the research
hypothesis. The discussion section refered to the correlation’s that were found

between the different research variables and their influence on parents’ involvement.

A significant correlation was found between the sense of empowerment (family,
community, service provider) and two measurements of involvement (child and
educational framework). In the Regressive analysis it was found first, that family
empowerment influenced parent involvement in the educational framework. Second,
service provider empowerment influenced parent involvement in the child’s
treatment. Third, community empowerment influenced parents’ involvement in the

community and participation in activities in the educational framework.

Concerning social support, it was found that there was a significant correlation
between family support and involvement in the educational framework and in the
community. In addition, a correlation was found between the support of friends and
involvement in educational framework. In the Regression analysis, it was found that
family support influences parent involvement in educational frameworks and in the

community.

A significant correlation was found between all of the self-satisfaction variations and
involvement in the child’s treatment. In addition, a correlation was found between
satisfaction with the connection with local and national organizations and
involvement in educational and community frameworks. In the Regression analysis, it
was found that satisfaction from the ties with educational frameworks influences

parent involvement with these same frameworks and similarly satisfaction with local
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organizations influences parents involvement in the child’s treatment. Satisfaction

with national organizations influences community involvement.

The only demographic variable, which revealed a significant correlation, was the level
of the parents’ education. The higher the educational level of the parents, the greater

their involvement in their infants educational framework.

Differences were also found between fathers and mothers in comparison to the
different research variables. Mothers were more found to be more involved in area of
the child’s treatment and educational framework, they felt more empowered in the
family area and with service providers. Concerning the correlation between the
different variables, most of the significant correlation were found among the fathers.
Because of the significant differences found between fathers and mothers a special
section of the research has been dedicated to this subject. At the beginning of the
study, the sex of the parent was not expected to be significant. The statistical results

caused us to give this subject special attention.

In the Discussion section there is a comprehensive treatment of the meaning of the

research results.
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