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Chapter on page 353

"The Right to Value Actualization
of People with Developmental
Intellectual Disabilities"

Haya Gershuni
Abstract

There is an association of rights designed to enable
people with intellectual disabilities a quality of life
and equality like any other human being. However,
the possibility of self-realization through the
existence of values and religion is not recognized
as a right and is even absent from the Convention
on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The main
argument is that people with intellectual disabilities
are perceived primarily as having a low level of
values, and when they seek to realize cultural and
religious values, they are attributed egocentric and
childish motivation. As a result, they do not receive
the same recognition and appreciation as another
person who upholds those value. This results in
further lack of exposure, mediation and accessibility
of these values.

Theorists involved in altruistic behavior and moral
development, such as Maslow, Piaget, and Kohlberg,
link IQ to the ability to reach a high moral-value level,
but empirical findings suggest that people with
intellectual disabilities are no different from people
without disabilities in value and moral aspirations.
Despite this, when expressing a desire to contribute
to society, they are suspected of having egocentric



motivation, such as a desire to relieve boredom or
an attempt to imitate people without disabilities.

This perception in relation to people with
intellectual disabilities was expressed during
a qualitative study that deals with the right to
marriage and parenting of ultra-Orthodox people
with disabilities. The various interviewees, family
members and professionals who accompany these
people, constitute significant support figures for
them. Despite this, during in-depth interviews one
can deduce their difficulty of attributing to people
with intellectual disabilities, an aspiration to realize
religious values originating at a high spiritual and
moral level.

Apparently, western society, which has come a
long way in recognizing the rights of people with
disabilities, has not yet internalized the right of
people with disabilities in general and intellectual
disabilities in particular to cultivate and realize
values, and is therefore in no hurry to make those
values accessible.
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Intellectual Developmental Disorders
Theory, research and implications
Michal Al-Yagon | Malka Margalit

This book offers a comprehensive interdisciplinary review of scientific knowledge,
national and international empirical research as well as practical implications
regarding individuals with intellectual developmental disorders and their families.
Through theoretical conceptualizations, in-depth analysis of recent studies that lead
tointerventions, clinical treatments and educational practices, the book synthesizes
a broad range of major topics for students, researchers and professional who work
with children, adolescents and adults with this disorder and their families.

About Shalem Foundation

The Shalem Foundation was founded more than three decades ago by the
Federation of Local Authorities in cooperation with the Ministry of Welfare
and Social Security in order to develop services for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities in the local community.

The Foundation’s activities are guided by the vision that "a person with intellectual
and developmental disabilities has the basic right to live a normal life in their
natural environment, realize their potential, be an integral part of the social and
cultural fabric of the community and have access to the labor market according to
his or her abilities, desires and needs.”
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