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Channels to the community — A

summery of 40 years of activity

toward promotion of inclusion,

involvement and participation
in the community of people
with intellectual and other

functioning difficulties
Emmanuel Schen
Abstract

This article reviews the writer’s vision and
professional concept that guided him during 40
years of experience while working with people with
functioning difficulties in the fields of culture, art,
leisure, and recreation. This vision is based on a
belief in the potential of people with Functioning
Difficulties (FD) to express themselves artistically
and acquire self-fulfillment at the personal level
and inclusion based on the social and rights models
at the social level.

The article focuses on the activities of Shekel’s
“Si’'Im” program” in Jerusalem, which was the first
municipal program in in Israel which developed and
operated cultural and leisure activities for people
with FD. The writer initiated, founded “SI'im”
and directed it between 1993-2018. The article
presents the principles, concept and ideology
the program was based on and reviews some



of its major projects: "A dialogue Through the
Arts” at the Bezalel Art Academy; The “Reframing
Reality” international disability film festival at the
Jerusalem Cinematheque and throughout Israel;
the “Extraordinary” community TV program and
the “Si’'im Theater” productions.

“Si'lm” program won credentials, awards, and
extensive media coverage. It was presented in
many international conferences and festivals and
contributed to: the promotion of social standing of
people with FD, their inclusion and participation in
the community and the creation of unbiased public
images of them in Israel and internationally.
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Intellectual Developmental Disorders
Theory, research and implications
Michal Al-Yagon | Malka Margalit

This book offers a comprehensive interdisciplinary review of scientific knowledge,
national and international empirical research as well as practical implications
regarding individuals with intellectual developmental disorders and their families.
Through theoretical conceptualizations, in-depth analysis of recent studies that lead
tointerventions, clinical treatments and educational practices, the book synthesizes
a broad range of major topics for students, researchers and professional who work
with children, adolescents and adults with this disorder and their families.

About Shalem Foundation

The Shalem Foundation was founded more than three decades ago by the
Federation of Local Authorities in cooperation with the Ministry of Welfare
and Social Security in order to develop services for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities in the local community.

The Foundation’s activities are guided by the vision that "a person with intellectual
and developmental disabilities has the basic right to live a normal life in their
natural environment, realize their potential, be an integral part of the social and
cultural fabric of the community and have access to the labor market according to
his or her abilities, desires and needs.”
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